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BEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

NORTH  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1941. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1941. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

(1)  One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

(2)  One  Sanitary  Inspector  (part  time). 

(3)  One  Water  Inspector  (part  time). 

STATISTICS. 

Area,  43,302  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid. 
1941),  6,909. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1941),  according  to  Rate 
Books,  1943. 

Rateable  value  of  the  area,  £35,204. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £181  3s.  7d. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

M 

F 1 

1 Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Live  Births — 

122 

66 

56  1 

estimated  resident 

Legitimate 

63 

51  j 

population 

Illegitimate 

3 

5 J 

1 17.65 

Stillbirths — Nil. 

Total. 

M 

F I 

Death  rate  per  1000 

Deaths 

91 

43 

48 

estimated  average 

) population  13.17 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — Nil. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  57.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  43.8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  250 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  0 

There  has  been  no  excessive  sickness  or  invalidity  during  the 
year. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  changes  or  developments  in  these  services 
during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

Connections  to  the  main  water  supply  were  made  during  the 
year  to  Gatenby  and  Great  Fencote. 

Several  analyses  of  samples  taken  from  the  main  supply  were 
made  during  the  year,  and  the  results  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  182  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  public  and  private  pumps  for  the  purpose  of  analysis.  In 
more  than  half  the  cases  the  water  was  found  to  be  unfit  for 
drinking,  and  the  pumps  were  condemned,  the  Owners  being 
instructed  to  provide  suitable  supplies. 

Sewers  and  Drains. 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  no  new  develbpments  or  extensions 
have  been  undertaken,  but  all  defects  requiring  immediate  at- 
tention have  been  remedied. 

Scavenging  and  Public  Cleansing. 

This  has  been  carried  out  by  contract  under  the  same  condition 
as  last  year. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  one  new  house  was  completed  in  the  area. 
Seven  houses  in  Teeming  and  one  in  Thornborough  were 
repaired  after  notices  had  been  served. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

Routine  inspections  of  cows  and  cowsheds  have  been  made, 
and  two  applications  for  registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  (1926)  have  been  approved. 

Meat. 

All  meat  is  now  brought  into  the  area  from  the  Government 
slaughter  house  and  depot  at  Northallerton. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Except  for  an  epidemic  of  measles  occuring  amongst  the 
school  children  in  Bedale  and  Well  during  April  and  May,  there 
have  been  very  few  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the  area. 

Diphtheria  carriers  amongst  the  children  at  a Children’s  Home 
at  Rushwood  Hall,  were  the  cause  of  a few  cases  of  diphtheria. 
Both  the  carriers  and  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
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Immunisation  of  the  children  in  the  area  was  commenced  in 
May,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  all  the  thirteen  schools  had  been 
visited,  and  a very  large  percentage  of  the  children  both  under 
and  over  school  age  were  immunised. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1941. 


Total  cases  Cases  admitted 

Disease. 

notified. 

to  Hospital.  Total  deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

0 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyexia 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

5 

0 

5 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

0 

Particulars  of  New  Cases 

AND  Deaths  FROM 

Tuberculosis  during  1941. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 . _ . 
1 . _ 1 


5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

65  and 
upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  W.  HANSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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